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INTRODUCTION

A In 2008Israel Learning Experience launched a program
for post high school students in Israel.

A Start of program, miderm and end of program surveys
were conducted, along with tdepth faceto-face
Interviews with a sample of students at the beginning
and the end of the year. The research was conducted by
Research Success Technologies (ReST), an independen
company specializing in research on Jewish education.

A This presentation presents the tdime findings about
Israel Learning Experience students with a focus on who
they are as Jews and the impact of the program on them




Background

A 20students completed the Israel Learning Experience.

A The main characteristic of the students is their propensity

to question Judaism in general, and Orthodoxy in particular

A Most students come from Modern Orthodox homes and
attended Yeshiva High Schools. A minority graduated
public schools and come from homes not affiliated with
Orthodoxy.

A The program offers a strong emphasis on Jewish Philos
and Chumash (Pentateuch), instead of the mandatory

Talmud focus in equivalent programs. Religious conduct

such as daily prayer is not mandatory.
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Main Findings

\ Students are pleased with their Israel Learning Experience
experience.

A 95% will recommend the program,

A This strong positive assessment stands in sharp contrast to the
dissatisfaction the Israel Learning Experience students express wi
their Judaic studies in High School.

\ At the end of the program, a large majority express a strong
connection to Judaism in four areas: Respect, Affection,
Comprehension and Behauvior.

A Almost all of the students feel that the Israel Learning Experienc
has helped to clarify of the basic tenets of Judaism and provide
answers to their questions.

A An exceptionally strong change is found in the attitude of studer
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willingness to make a difference not only in their personal lives |
on Campus and within their home communities.
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To what extent has thdsrael Learning
K.00% report that Israel Experience progranhad an effect on the

Learning Experience had afollowing?
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students 80-95%) say that
: - 60%
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had a positive influence on
their respect, affection,
comprehension and
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Judaism.
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Have you experienced the following at

Israel Learning Experience” L00%
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Israel Learning Experiend&s enabled me to

grow in this area: 05% 95V

90% 90%
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f95% of the students verymuchito %
feel that Israel anextent. .
Learning Experience
enabled them to grow
In the areas of Jewish
Philosophy and
Chumash.
/80-90% feel the same
way aboutMitzvot,
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