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INTRODUCTION
ÁIn 2008 Israel Learning Experience launched a program 

for post high school students in Israel.

ÁStart of program, mid-term and end of program surveys 
were conducted, along with in-depth face-to-face 
interviews with a sample of students at the beginning 
and the end of the year.  The research was conducted by 
Research Success Technologies (ReST), an independent 
company specializing in research on Jewish education. 

ÁThis presentation presents the top-line findings about 
Israel Learning Experience students with a focus on who 
they are as Jews and the impact of the program on them. 
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Background
Á20 students completed the Israel Learning Experience.

ÁThe main characteristic of the students is their propensity 
to question Judaism in general, and Orthodoxy in particular. 

ÁMost students come from Modern Orthodox homes and 
attended Yeshiva High Schools.  A minority graduated 
public schools and come from homes not affiliated with 
Orthodoxy.

ÁThe program offers a strong emphasis on Jewish Philosophy 
and Chumash (Pentateuch), instead of the mandatory 
Talmud focus in equivalent programs.  Religious conduct 
such as daily prayer is not mandatory.
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Main Findings
Á Students are pleased with their Israel Learning Experience 

experience.

Á95% will recommend the program, 

ÁThis strong positive assessment stands in sharp contrast to the 
dissatisfaction the Israel Learning Experience students express with 
their Judaic studies in High School.

Á At the end of the program, a large majority express a strong 
connection to Judaism in four areas: Respect, Affection, 
Comprehension and Behavior.

Á Almost all of the students feel that the Israel Learning Experience 
has helped to clarify of the basic tenets of Judaism and provided 
answers to their questions. 

Á An exceptionally strong change is found in the attitude of students 
ǘƻ ¢ƻǊŀƘ ǎǘǳŘȅΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ /ƘǳƳŀǎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ 
willingness to make a difference not only in their personal lives but 
on Campus and within their home communities.
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% that 
answered there 
was a positive 

effect

To what extent has the Israel Learning 
Experience program had an effect on the 
following?

Å100% report that Israel 
Learning Experience had a 
positive effect on their 
decisions regarding their 
future religious lifestyle.

ÅA vast majority of the 
students  (80-95%) say that 
Israel Learning Experience 
had a positive influence on 
their respect, affection, 
comprehension and 
ultimately  their practice of 
Judaism.

ÅA majority of students 
answered that Israel 
Learning Experience also 
has an effect on their 
future career choices.
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Å̀All students say that their 
year at Israel Learning 
Experience has 
strengthened their 
character.

Å95% of the student body 
feel they have had 
meaningful Shabbat 
experiences

ÅThree quarters of the 
students, or more, have 
strengthened their 
connection to Israel, 
worked out their problems 
with Judaism, and 
developed the ability to 
inspire others about 
Judaism.
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Have you experienced the following at 
Israel Learning Experience?



Å95% of the students 
feel that Israel 
Learning Experience 
enabled them to grow 
in the areas of Jewish 
Philosophy and 
Chumash.

Å80-90% feel the same 
way about Mitzvot, 
Prayer and Character 
Development.
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Israel Learning Experience has enabled me to 
grow in this area:




